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Minutes of the Meeting 

1. 	 The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Members present were leonard Clark, chairman; 

Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Maureen Griffith, Roger Ingraham, Becky Kraussmann, Steve 
Squire, and Beth Magura, recording secretary. A quorum was established. 

2. 	 Review of the minutes of the 7/23/2018 regular meeting: Donald Passardi made a motion to 

approve the minutes from the 7/23/18 meeting; this motion was seconded by Becky 

Kraussmann. The motion was unanimously passed. 

3. 	 Discussion of when to present the Pinney School building recommendations to the 80S. 
The Commissioners agreed that the recommendations related to the Pinney School should be 

presented to the BOS as soon as possible to ensure that the selectmen can take the 

recommendations into consideration if the townspeople approve the sale of the Pinney 
School property. First choice is Tuesday, September 4, 2018, when the next BOS meeting is 

scheduled; Chairman Clark will contact the First Selectman's office to request to be added to 

the 9/04/18 agenda. The backup date will be 9/18/2018. 

4. 	 Tabled from the 7/23/2018 regular SHAC meeting was a discussion of considerations 
related to the Pinney School. At that time, the commissioners agreed to create a separate 

report about protecting the exterior of the Pinney School. 

On Monday, 8/20/2018, recording secretary Beth Magura had distributed a draft document 
as a PDF file to SHAC members, so they could take the opportunity to read Draft 1 in advance 

of the 8/27/18 meeting. 

At the 8/27/18 meeting, SHAC members together read through the draft document, which 
includes descriptions of architectural details that the commissioners propose be protected by 

means of an easement that can be added when the original 1895 Pinney School property 
deed is revised. Corrections, wording refinements and some additional points were added to 

Draft 1. Some points evoked discussion and, step by step, the group made its way through the 

document. 
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At 8:32 p.m., Becky Kraussmann made a motion that the Commission accept the 

recommendation outlined in the Draft 1 document, as hammered out in this working 

session; Donald Passardi seconded the motion. The motion unanimously passed. 

Recording secretary Beth Magura was authorized by the group to make the necessary 

changes to the document in order to create a final version of the Pinney School 

recommendation. The group will be asked to review and provide feedback on the revised 

document before it is sent to First Selectman Mary Mitta in advance of the BOS meeting 

when SHAC will make a brief, public presentation to the BOS. 

5. 	 Discussion of recommendations to the BOS about the fa~ade repair at the Community 

Center/Senior Center and repairs to the Christopher Allen Bridge on Spring Street • 

• River-stone fa~ade at Community Center/Senior Center. 

At 8:56 p.m., Donald Passardi, SHAC vice chairman, raised the impending repair of or possible 

removal of the river-stone fa~ade of the Community Center/Senior Center entrance on 

Buckley Highway (Rte 190). Mr. Passardi encountered this project at the Community Center 

on 8/14/2018 when voting in a primary election. The fa~ade has deteriorated and has begun 

to present a safety concern. 

Quickly, Commissioners did research and learned that the Community Center building 

(formerly the State Police Barracks) is 91 years old, according to materials maintained by the 

Stafford Historical Society and also found in a 1927 Hartford Courant article. The building's 

age was a surprise to Commissioners and to Town officials. 

Ms. Kraussmann and Mr. Passardi shared what they recalled from personal discussions with 

First Selectman Mary Mitta and/or Facilities Supervisor Bruce Davis. Several contractors have 

visited the site. The river-stone fa~ade may be dismantled on the front of the entrance to the 

Community Center and replaced with another type of stone veneer, while vinyl siding may be 

used for the upper part of the surface. 

Commissioners shared recollections of what the building had looked like in the past, and 

there was consensus that alterations done in the past have diminished the historic 

authenticity of the exterior of the structure. Nor is the building located within a Historic 

District, so the likelihood of obtaining a historic preservation grant is not great. 

The group decided to table this topic till the next SHAC meeting on 9/24/2018• 

• Repair of the dislodged granite veneer on the Christopher Allen Bridge on Spring Street. 

Mr. Passardi raised the topic of the need to stabilize the dislodged granite veneer before 

winter. Ms. Kraussmann reported that Amber Wakely, the Town's grant writer, hopes to 
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apply for a grant in 2019 to fund repairs to the Allen Bridge. (In 2018, the Town's focus has 

been on obtaining grant monies to repair the out-of-service Leonard Road bridge in Stafford 

Hollow, which is adjacent to one of the Town's major employers, TTM.) 

Commissioners expressed deep concern about faster deterioration of the Allen Bridge if the 

substructure of the bridge remains exposed to the elements through the upcoming winter 

and for months beyond that. 

Roger Ingraham advocated recommending to the BOS that the custom-hewn, curved granite 

blocks be retrieved from the river bottom before winter so they are not lost or damaged by 

remaining submerged for any longer. 

Ms. Magura did research and learned that the W. N. Flynt Co. of Monson, Mass., quarried and 

dressed the granite blocks in Monson, and in 1912 the company's workers built the structure 

on-site in Stafford Springs. 

The Commission is working on a report to document the present condition of the bridge and 

to compile a history of the bridge, which was a gift to the Town. 

Earlier in the month, Ms. Kraussmann had informed Commissioners that the Allen Bridge on 

Spring Street is included in the 1991 Inventory ofHistoric Bridges and Preservation Plan, 

compiled by the Connecticut Dept. of Transportation (DOT). 

The Allen Bridge is monitored and inspected by the DOT and is designated as Bridge 04779. 
The bridge is owned by the Town of Stafford. 

The group decided to table this topic till the next SHAC meeting on 9/24/2018, because the 

Allen Bridge is deemed to be a key feature in the beautification and revitalization of the Main 
Street-Hyde Park area. Continued follow-up by SHAC is warranted. 

6. 	 Report by Donald Passardi about a meeting with Peter Prescott, chief executive officer of 
EJ. Prescott, Inc., a company involved in the water works, wastewater and drainage 
industry. 

Mr. Passardi showed the Witt building to Mr. Prescott, who is looking for warehouse space 

for storing pipe. Mr. Passardi was exploring whether the Witt building could be leased for 
such a purpose. In the end, the Witt building did not suit Mr. Prescott's needs. Mr. Passardi 

also pitched the Witt School as a possible venue for a branch of Mr. Prescott's on-the-job 
training program, which is called the "University of Prescott." Mr. Prescott and some of his 

employees describe the apprenticeship program in a promotional video found at this URL: 
https:/!www.ejprescott.com!university-of-prescott! 
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Commissioners thanked Mr. Passardi for his efforts. Finding an educational use for the Witt 

building remains an option that the Commissioners are inclined to endorse. 

7. 	 Discussion of other Town-owned historic buildings and their condition. 

During her recent discussion with First Selectman Mary Mitta, Becky Kraussmann expressed 

concern about the condition of Memorial Hall and the Muzio Town House in Stafford Hollow. 
Mrs. Mitta concurred. Ms. Magura had occasion to be inside both buildings in the past month 

and agreed that they require interior and exterior repairs. Both buildings are within the 

Stafford Hollow Historic District. The group decided to table this topic till the next SHAC 

meeting on 9/24/2018. 

8. 	 Old business: Historic districts. Tabled for a second time are the discussion of (1) whether the 
Hyde Park-Main Street area would benefit from a historic district designation and (2) whether 

SHAC can playa productive role in such an effort. Tabled again was the topic of whether SHAC 

could play any role in increasing awareness of the Stafford Hollow Historic District in 

coordination with the Tricentennial celebration in 2019. These historic district-related topics 

will be tabled till the 9/24/2018 meeting. 

9. 	 New business. There was no new business. 

10. Public comment. No townspeople attended this meeting, so there was no public comment. 

11. Adjournment. Becky Kraussmann made a motion to adjourn, and Roger Ingraham seconded 

the motion, which unanimously passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:36 p.m. 

Res~ul)y submitted, 

(/dti/;;rUJ1Ar'r/ 
Bit:Magura - . U 
Recording Secretary 
Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 
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